[A PROSPECTOR has led a team of archaeolo- 
Fgists to the legendary King Solomon’s Mines. 
Geologist Charles Fipke — famous for finding 
gold and diamonds in his native Canada — has 
announced the discovery of 200 ancient gold S 
mines in the Yemen desert about 1,200 miles was but jiedin 
south of Jordan. ae de 

Samples of gold, platinum, copper, cobalt and the Midd! 
nickel taken from the mines have been dated back 
to 950 B.C., nearly 3,000 years ago, according to 
Fipke, who also discovered ancient ore-smelting 
plants even farther south. 

According to the Bible, these mines would have 
been in the ancient domain of The Queen of 
Sheba, who traveled by caravan to bask in 
the wisdom of Solomon and give him large 
quantities of gold, spices and jewels. She be- 
came his ally and lover and had a child by 
him. 

“It would have been the major area where 
Sheba would have got her gold,” says Fipke. 
“Jt would have had to come from here. There 
is no other place in Yemen with such ex- 
tensive gold works.” 

With the help of Sheba’s mines, Solomon 
built a great empire marked by magnificent | 
statues and palaces in Jerusalem. 
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[A PROSPECTOR has led a team of archaeolo- 
PFa gists to the legendary King Solomon’s Mines. 

Geologist Charles Fipke — famous for finding 
gold and diamonds in his native Canada — has 
announced the discovery of 200 ancient gold 
mines in the Yemen desert about 1,200 miles 
south of Jordan. 

Samples of gold, platinum, copper, cobalt and 
nickel taken from the mines have been dated back 
to 950 B.C., nearly 3,000 years ago, according to 
Fipke, who also discovered ancient ore-smelting 
plants even farther south. 

According to the Bible, these mines would have 
been in the ancient domain of The Queen of 
Sheba, who traveled by caravan to bask in 
the wisdom of Solomon and give him large 
quantities of gold, spices and jewels. She be- 
came his ally and lover and had a child by 
him. 

“It would have been the major area where 
Sheba would have got her gold,” says Fipke. 
“It would have had to come from here. There 
is no other place in Yemen with such ex- 
tensive gold works.” 

With the help of Sheba’s mines, Solomon 
built a great empire marked by magnificent 
statues and palaces in Jerusalem. 

Fans of author H. Rider Haggard’s novel 
King Solomon’s Mines will probably be dis- 
appointed that the real mines of Solomon 
and Sheba sit about 1,000 miles away from 
the book’s African location. Haggard also 
had his fortune hunters in search of dia- 
monds, instead of gold. 

In 1950, Hollywood turned the book into 
a popular movie of the same name and 
helped send archaeologists and adventur- 
ers on wild goose chases through the Dark 
Continent. 

Serious scholars have always dismissed Hag- 
gard’s potboiler, citing the Bible, which clearly 
describes gold mines. Looking for the mines in 
the Middle East, near Solomon’s Jerusalem, has 
always made more sense to them. 

Still, some skeptics want more proof before the 
legend is put to rest. “It is very enticing and tempt- 


Solomon, legendary king of Israel, greets the 
beautiful and wealthy Queen of Sheba at his palace 


ing to tie the mining sites to these historical fig- 
ures, but more research is needed,” says Bill 
Glanzman, an archaeology professor from the 
University of Calgary in Canada, who wants to 
see fragments of stone and pottery that link the 


ancient digs to Solomon and Sheba before he k 


makes up his mind. 
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